Case xxx.
Magpie caused ghost rocket fever

Time: Tuesday, August 20, evening
Place: Nyhem (county of Jämtland)

”STEEP-DIVING  MAGPIE  IN  NYHEM CAUSES  GHOST ROCKET  FEVER. Nyhem, Wednesday (Östersunds-Posten). How the numerous ghost rockets, in some cases, are being formed, was discovered in Nyhem this Wednesday. If one had not  discovered the tragi-comical reason, the rumour of a real ghost rocket had certainly soon been around. 

”It was on Tuesday evening that some persons in Nyhem watched a dark object which, with moderate speed, steep-dived towards the upper part of the village. No details could be discerned at the distance that the spectators, but it was only, as has been said, a dark object that moved down towards the horizon. Shortly before it seemingly reached the edge of the horizon it exploded with a loud bang and at the same time gave off an intense light. At once the theory of the ghost rocket was appearing and the more the thing was talked about the more convinced one were that it was a weapon of the future which had chosen Nyhem as a testing place. And so the rumour was going around.  

”This morning the problem was solved, however, when a youngster from the village found, off the railway station, the remains of a poor magpie which had met its fate in the high-voltage lines of the railway. This was the dark object which, the night before, had aroused the villagers minds when its steep-dives caused a short-circuit with [an] accompanying bang and light.

”One cannot help but wonder if not more of the mysterious ghost rockets, over the country, may have a similarly similar origin like this, even thought it has been proved that certain phenomena are real.” 

Status: Magpie
Source: Östersunds-Posten, August 22, also distributed by Associated Press and published by [the Norwegian] Aftenposten, August 23.


